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REPORT OF FATALITY OF

Anela Loner

Date of Birth: 10/6/2009
Date of Death: 10/16/2010

'EAMILY KNOWN TO:

Northumberland County Children and Youth Services
Union County Ch||dren and Youth Services

'REPORT DATED 6/10/12

Thls report is confidential under the provisions of the Chl|d Protectlve Services Law and cannot be
released. (23 Pa. C.S. Section 6340)
Unauthorlzed release is prohibited under penalty of Iaw (23 Pa. C.S. Section 6349 (b)).




Reason for Review

Senate Bill No. 1147 now known as Act 33 was signed July 3, 2008 and went into effect
~ 180 days from that date, December 30, 2008. This Act amends the Child Protective
Services Law (CPSL) and sets standards for reviewing and reporting child fatality and
near child fatalities that were suspected to have occurred due to child abuse. DPW
must conduct child fatality and near fatality reviews and provide a written report on any
child fatality or near fatality where child abuse is suspected.

Family Constellation: -

Household Members: »

Name _ Relationship . - Date of Birth
Anela Loner (1) ) : Victim Child ; 10/06/09

Sibling 07
Sibling =~ _ 04
Mother 82
Father (1) 83

Non-Household Members:

Name . Relationship : Date of Birth -
Sibling 01
Father (2) 78
Maternal Grandmother . 47

Notification of Fatality/Near Fatality:

- On 10/15/10, Anela was put to bed by father at 1:00 pm with a bottle. Father then went
to work leaving the Maternal Grandmother (MGM) to care for the children as mother
was also at work. Mother returned home from work at 9:00 pm. MGM had been caring
for the children and stated to mother that she had checked on the child at 6:00 pm and
- child was ok. Mother did not check child so as not to wake her. The next morning when
mother found child, child was dead. The child was wrapped in a blanket and the room
child was in was very warm. Child was in rigormortis when found and had been dead for
hours. '

Sunbury police investigated and Northumberland County CYS was called. - There were
no outward signs.of trauma to the child. An autopsy was conducted on 10/18/10. The
results were received by Northumberland County CYS on 3/18/11; death was caused by
overheating and dehydration. At this point, the case was || N EEGTcTzNGNGE -
a Child Fatality. The minor child was not checked on by any of the adult caregivers for

~ approximately 19 hours. During the 19 hour period, both the mother and father were in
and out of the home for periods of time. The grandmother was in the home caring for
the 2 siblings. All 3 of the adults spent the night in the home. )




Documentation Reviewed and Individuals Interviewed:

For this review, Central Region Interviewed:
- I \ orthumberiand County Children and Youth

Services
- I \orthumberland County Children and

Youth Services

Central Region reviewed: :
e Case file from both Northumberland and Union County Children and Youth
Services v
e Child Death Data Tool
e File Notes '
e MDT meeting notes

Case Chronology:

Previous CYS Involvement (Union County):

- On 6/19/09, Union County Children and Youth Services (UCCYS) received first referral
alleging that | GG v2s abusive towards || N i»

the past and was in jail, and that he now lives in the home again. [JJljis pregnant.

Allegations were investigated and I denied that I was living in the home, but
stated they were together again. She admitted to past physical aggression by him
(pushing, grabbing) but nothing any longer. - was attending at

and was gomg to

assessed the children with no concerns. Union County searched
records and had criminal history, but no charges for violence (Forgery,
Receiving Stolen Property, Theft by Deception, Bad Checks, Unauthorized Use of
Vehicle, and DUI). 7/15/09, Case was closed. :

'On 10/8/09, the agency received 2" referral from
reporting that was born with

in her system and is in the
has history of

was

- going to

Allegations were investigated by UCCYS. i} reported |} also had
in her system. 10/16/09, the caseworker spoke with

and verified that |l was going there since 5/04, and always
. 10/27/09, the family was
a 10/28/09 office visit at C&Y

_and was referred for a

. During
was told that she could not be alone with children .




The county learned Il was prescribed
. A Safety Plan was developed- ‘
, will supervise with the children at all the times.

began process to taper off ||| ] I on 10/30/09, with monthly reports.

- On 11/2/09, caseworker spoke with Snyder County Children and Youth Services
(SCCYS) regarding their past involvement beginning in 2006, and they provided
information on their involvement with the family.. Snyder County received a referral in
3/2007 due to concerns of , parents disinterest
in visiting .during the initial days she was in the , the parents not showing up
to pick up when they were scheduled, and their general disinterest in what was
instructed of them for | JJilif care. As a result of the intake investigation, the case was
opened for in home services on 5/25/07. Over the next six months, was
cooperative with the agency and did attend the majority of her appointments. She and

-the children were residing with her mother who was assisting with the care of the
children. During this time, [l was incarcerated for making counterfeit checks.

was doing much better in regards to her treatment of | |l and her
stressors and was making progress toward her goals. On 11/21/07 the case was
closed as there were no ongoing concerns with the children’s safety.

On 11/1/09, Anela was — On 11/4/09,
caseworker spoke with who had no concerns,
‘. O~ 11/12/09, caseworker referred the family to [
home parenting instructor). On 11/16/09, Anela was referred for an
Evaluation. On 11/16/09,

who determined that

. On 11/17/09, caseworker developed Family Service Plan (FSP).

On 12/3/09, both parents began working with in-home parenting instructor. On
12/10/09, the family moved into home of
. A home visit was completed and the home was deemed
appropriate. On 1/6/10, the agency (UCCYS) received the | NN < a'uation
of Anela which indicated that Anela did not have any developmental delays. In 2/2010,
I began On 4/8/10,
the agency was informed that Anela missed her past 2 well-baby che.ck—ups and is
behind in immunization shots. The appointment was re-scheduled for May. On
© 4/28/10, the agency staffed the case and reports were positive from || || | NN I who
provided parenting classes and * The agency made the decision to lift
the Safety Plan and continue to provide . On 5/12/10, the agency developed the
FSP Review with the parents. On 6/1/10, CW transported mother and children to
medical appointment and Anela received her shots. On 7/28/10, the family mformed the
- agency that the family is moving to Northumberland County.

8/5/10 Case Closed and referred to Northumberland County Children and Youth
(NCCYS).




Previous CYS Involvement (Northumberland County):

On 8/5/10, Northumberland County Children and Youth received referral from ||
regarding the family recently moving to Northumberland County. - The referral source
provided information about the mother's |l and concerns included Anela not
being up to date on immunizations, not following. through with appointments, NM -
working 60 hours a week.

Parents wanted case in Union County to remain open because they appreciated
services. On 8/10/10, CW made the initial home visit with family. The CW noticed a
strange odor in the home. CW contacted police regarding drug use and smell of

. Officers indicated that it smells like ammonia. On 8/19/10, there was a
home visit with the family and || | | | | }J BBl No concerns were noted. On
8/27/10, collateral contact with Union County Supervisor, | ] ] ]l vas made to
obtain detailed information about their involvement. - expressed that they would
forward additional information to NCCYS. NCCYS worker asked ] about their
recommendations because no concerns were coming to light yet during the
- investigation and the mother had indicated that Union County was planning to close
during next review in November. - indicated that they did plan to close because the
family was cooperating with the agency and recommendations.

On 9/13/10 during a routine home visit, the caseworker spoke with the mother about

her continued — through the and her interest in

opening the case in Northumberland County
The mother denied a need to be monltored and indicated that she did not want to have
an open case for two years.

On 9/28/10 the I s staffed for closure between the caseworker,
‘Supervisor, and Director of Social Services. The worker reported that there were no

* concerns noted || ||, th-t the children appeared to be safe with the’
natural parents, and that the mother was

She also indicated that the family was cooperative throughout the

10/4/10 Case closed by NCCYS as the famlly was doing well and services were not
deemed necessary at that time. S

Clrcumstances of Chlld s Fatality:

The child was found dead in an upstairs bedroom on 10/16/10 with a heater running in
the room. - The child was left in the bedroom for approximately 19 hours without being
checked on by anyone. During the 19 hour period, both the mother and the father were
in and out of the home for periods of time. The grandmother was in the home caring for
the 2 siblings. When the Northumberland County Children and Youth on call worker
arrived at the home, the worker assured safety of the other two children in the home. -
The children were placed,

.
in Union County. A Safety Plan was put into effect indicating
. that the minor children, ‘would not have any ,




unsupervised contact with T The minor
children would.be residing with the until otherwise notified by
Northumberland County Children and Youth. All 3 of the adults spent the night in the
home. An autopsy was performed on 10/18/10. The results indicated that the child died
of hyperthermia, overheating, and that she was not checked on by any aduit caretakers
for approximately a 19 hour period. On 5/17/11,

Current/Most Recent Status of Case:

e On May 17, 2011 Northumberland County Children and Youth Services

e The criminal investigation resulted in the mother, father and maternal
grandmother being arrested and charged by the Sunbury City Police Department
with: '

. On 11/14/11, the mother pled guilty to
and the other two charges were dismissed.
She is scheduled for sentencing on 7/23/12. On 11/14/11, the father pled guilty

to
‘. The Involuntary Manslaughter charge was withdrawn. He was -

sentenced on January 30, 2012 but it is unclear how much time will be served in
relation to these charges as he is currently incarcerated for other unrelated
charges in Snyder County Prison. The maternal grandmother is scheduled for
Criminal Motion Court on 6/28/12 on all three counts that she was charged with
on 9/1/11. '

o« I 1 -!/-siblings of victim child, are in the legal and

" physical custody of their father, , sibling of victim
child, is in the legal and physical custody of the )

Services to Children an'd Families:

There are no children résiding with ény of the are in
the custody of their father, is in the custody of the

County Strengths and Deficiencies as identified by the County’s Fatality Report:

The Northumberland County Child Fatality Team met on two separate occasions, 4/5/11
and 4/19/11. These meetings were comprised of individuals from Northumberland -
County Children and Youth Services, Union County Children and Youth Services, Office
of Children, Youth, and Families Program Representatives, law enforcement and
‘'medical professionals. There were no recommendations for change from the team in
. regards to the Agency, Community, Services or Courts to prevent future, similar
incidents.



http:would.be

e Strengths: Both Northumberland County Children and Youth and Union County.
Children and Youth provided adequate services to the family in an effort to
assure the safety of the minor children, no recommendation for further services

. were rendered.
e Deficiencies: None

County Recommendations for change at the Local Levels as identified by Fatality

Report:
None

Regional Findings:

County Strenqths
¢ Both Northumberland and Union County Children and Youth Serwces provide
~ appropriate/timely services to the family.
e Appropriate referrals were made in a timely manner and there was no lapse in
services when the family moved from Union County to Northumberland County.

Deficiencies-None

Statutory and Regulatory Compliance Issues;
None v






