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'REPORT ON THE NEAR FATALITY OF:

Date of Birth: _ 1999

Date of Near Fatallty lnc1dent July 6, 2010 -

L E The famlly ‘was known to :
Montgomery County Offlce of Chlldren and Youth

- Date of Repoﬁ:.’danUary 52012

: 'Thl's'r'e'port is confidential under the provtsmhs of the .
Chlld Protectlve Services Law and cannot be released
: (23 Pa.C.S. Section 6340) o

Unéuthorlzed release is prohibitéd under penalty oflaw -
’ . (23 Pa. C.S. 6349 (b)) S




Reason for Review

Senate Bill 1147 Printer's Number 2159 was srgned into law on July 3, 2008. The bil

. became effective. on December 30, 2008 and is known as Act 33 of 2008, As.part of
Act 33 of 2008, DPW must conduot a review and provide a written report of all cases of
suspected child abuse that result in a child fatality or near fatality. This written report’
‘must be completed as soon as ‘possible but no later than six months after the date the
report was registered with ChlldLlne for lnvestlgatlon :

Act 33 of 2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies.convene a review -
- when a report of child abuse involving a child fatality or near fatality is indicated or when
a status determination has not been made regarding the report within 30 days of the-

- oral report to ChildLine. Montgomery County convened a review team in accordance
Wlth Act 33 of 2008, on August 12 2010, related to this report

" Family Constellation

. Name  -Relationship = DateofBith
| " Victim Child 1999
o ( ) foster mother . 1949

- ) Notlflcatlon of Chlld Near Fatalltv

On July 12 2010, Montgomery County, Children and Youth recelved a call that the
incident that occurred on July 6, 2010 was called in as a Near Fatality. Child was being
transported home from the Easter Seal Day Camp on July 6,2010 on the school bus.
Reporting source states that the air conditioner was not working on the bus and the -

- temperature outside was 100 degrees. The child was transported to his foster home at

. - <ins Park, Pa 19027. When the bus arrived at the

home, the foster parent was not at home, but arrived approxrmately five minutes later.

- _'Between the time the foster parent arrived home and getting the child into the home, the - "

child had a seizure and had to be transported to Abington Hospital with a body

temperature of 107 degrees and he was having seizures. Child was transferred to

Children’s Hospital of Phlladelph|a (CHOP). Child is medically-fragile and requires a :
~_wheelchair to get around; he also has | 2nd 2 feeding tube. | =t

~ CHOP diagnosed the child as in critical condition and brain dead; ventllator erl be =~
* removed, if chrld S condrtlon does noti lmprove Lo : :

' ”"Summarv of DPW Chlld Near Fatahtv Rewew ActIVItles '

'~ The Southeast Reglon Oﬁloe of Chrldren Youth and Families obta|ned and revrewed

the conducted by Montgomery County Children and Youth caseworker
o .. Follow up interviews were conducted wrth the caseworker the .0
supervisor, , and . f=tality review coordinator. The .~

. regional office also partlcrpated in the County Act 33 Fatallty Rewew Team meetlngs on :
August 12, 2010. o \
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- Summary of Services to Family

 Children and Youth Involvement prior to Incident

* Child was placed in the kinship foster home by lllinois Department of Children and
Families through Interstate Compact, and supervised by Montgomery County.".

CiroumStances-of Child (Near) Fatality and Related Case Activity

- Child was living in kinship ,cavre in Montgomery County through Interstate Compact.
Parental rights were terminated in Ohio. Child requires a-wheelchair to get around, His
diagnosis is '

Child had fallen the prewous week
and was being scheduled for surgery for repalr of his -

_ Chrld was being transported home from the Easter Seal Day Camp on JuIy 6 2010 on
" the school bus. Reporting source states that the air conditioner was not working on the
~ bus and the temperature outside was 100 degrees. The child was transported to his
foster home. When the bus arrived at the home, the foster parent was not at home, but
“she arrived approximately five minutes later. Between the time the foster parent arrived -
home and getting the child into the home, the child had a‘seizure. The bus driver B
followed protocol and called the company dispatcher who called for an ambulance. The
child was transported to the hospital (CHOP) by Emergency Medical Services (EMS).
Child was taken to Abington Memorial Hospital by paramedics and transferred to
CHOP. — at CHOP dragnosed the child as in critical condition and braln dead.

The Cheltenham Police were called to the mmdent- worker went to CHOP for first
contact with guardian of child. Police have the video from the bus. Video that was ’
. reviewed by the police and children and youth shows the child’s seizure. while on.the
bus. The - employees of a bus company contracted WIth Cheltenham School
District, were interviewed by the police, Detective determined that -

. the bus driver-and aide responded to the child’s needs and followed policy for calling -
and reporting an emergency. The bus company initially was not communicating with
~children and youth; they were only willing to communicate with the police department.

. The driver-and the aide were in contact with the dispatcher to inform the dispatcher of
the medical need; according to the bus company policy, this was the. proper line of ’
o communlcatlon The Paramedlcs were called by the bus: dlspatcher o

: Current Case Status

. The case was — The pollce also did not f|le onmlnal a

charges on the bus driver nor the bus-aide. -
e Child has a nurse that assists with his care when the klnshlp mother is not
* " available or is at work.. The nurse has been assngned since the dateitwas
_determmed that the child needs round the clock nursing care as stated in the =
evaluatlon from in July 2008.
Child’s diagnosis is




e The chiid recovered from the heat s‘troke and is back to his baseline level of
functioning. At the hospital, child was hydrated and had full recovery.

County Strengths and Deficiencies and Recommendations for Change as
~ ldentified by the Countv’s Child (Near) Fatalitv Report

Montgomery County convened a_review team in accordance with Act 33 of 2008 on
: August 12,.2010.

. Strengths Montgomery County Children and Youth worked closely with the
Cheltenham Police Department in the investigation. When the bus company
~ would not communicate with children and youth, the police did share all-of the
lnformatlon from the bus oompany that they had from this case.

. Deﬂcnenoles: There were no def|C|enC|es noted in‘this case.

° ‘Recommendatlons for Chanqe at the Local Level

1. Standard policy should be developed between the Department of
Education and OCYF about transportation of special needs children,
including climate control, availability and training of aldes medlcal
information of children available to staff.

2. Policy about aide’s position on bus that would address the staff

~ person’s ability to view child and assess child’s medical condition.

3. Training for EMS personnel to ensure they understand thelr role under
the Child Protective Services Law (CPSL).

4. Manufacturer of wheelchalr ‘shouid. be mformed of child’s burns from ,

o the attached metal tray. ‘

. Recommen-daﬂons for Change at the State Level

 None identi'fied ‘

. Department ReV|ew of Countv Internal Repotrt -

The Reglonal Offlce part|c1pated in the Montgomery County review téam on August 12

© - 2010. There were questions raised in this case concerning who should conduct this

Il investigation. Was it child abuse or student abuse? Was this an extension of the .
_~ child’s school year? -Another issue was should the foster parent be named. as o
- perpetrator since shé was not home at the scheduled tlme requlrlng the bus to wait

| outs1de her home -

. Department of Publlc Welfare Fmqus

Countv Strenqths The County had.a very good coordinated effort with the pollce._'
department in the investigation of thls case. , :

o County Weaknesses: There were no weaknesses noted.
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o Statutory and Regulatory Areas of Non-Compliance: ,Montgbrhery County
Children and Youth was in compliance with all statutory and regulatory areas in .
this ' : : B .

Department of Public Welfare Recomméndations

None identified.






