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REPORT ON THE FATALITY OF

Connor Carter

DOB: 04/10/1994
DOD: 12/17/2008

FAMILY WAS NOT KNOWN TO ANY AGENCIES
Prior to this report.

'REPORT DATED  08/05/10

This report is confidential under the provisions of the Child Protective Services Law and cannot be released.‘
(23 Pa. C.S. Section 6340) : .

Unauthorized release is prohibited under penalty of law. (23 Pa. C.S. Section 6349 (b)).




Reason for Review

Senate Bill No. 1147 now known as Act 33 was signed on July 3, 2008 and went
into effect 180 days from that date, December 30, 2008. This Act amends the
Child Protective Services Law (CPSL) and sets standards for reviewing and
reporting child fatality and near child fatalities that were suspected to have
occurred due to child abuse. DPW must conduct child fatality and near fatality
reviews and provide a written report on any child fatality or near fatality where
child abuse is suspected. '

| Family Constellatlon

Name : Relationship Date of Birth
Connor Carter Victim Child . 04/10/1994

Mother 1961
Father _ 1950
Documentation Reviewed and Individuals Interviewed:

For this review Central Region interviewed:
Lancaster County Children & Youth

Services

Lancaster County Children & Youth
Services

Central Region reviewed:
e Child Death Data Tool
e Police Report
o Casefile

~-Case Chronology:

Connor Carter died on 12/17/08. The |l report was received on 3/12/10
‘based on information in the news about the court trial of 3/11/10 for the father.
Lancaster County Children & Youth Services began their investigation on-

3N 2/2010. :

Previous CY Involvement
The family had no previous involvement with Lancaster County Chlldren and
Youth Services.

Circumstances of Child’s Fatality or Near Fatality:

The child was recovering from knee surgery and his father, who was a licensed -
physician, gave the child a Fentanyl patch. The Fentanyl patch, which was three
times the lowest prescribed dosage, had not been prescribed to the child. The
father applied the pain killer Fentanyl patch which had been prescribed for one of -
the father’s former patients, to his son’s back. The child died from a narcotic

overdose as a result. Father was charged in a Lancaster County court hearing




for dispensing, delivering, administering a controlled substance and recklessly
endangering another person.

Current/Most Recent Status of Case: ’ ,

The child’s death was ruled multiple drug toxicity. Although the criminal defense
believes that Connor died as a result of the Fentanyl patch that was given to him
by his father, the toxicology report received from , on March
21, 2010 stated that “given the exceeding low levels of medications at the time of
the autopsy, the combination of medications would also be inconsistent with
previously reported overdose deaths involving these specific medications”.

Based on I report, Lancaster County CYS believed that Connor’s
death was accidental in nature.

The father was charged in a Lancaster County court hearing for dispensing,
delivering, administering a controlled substance and recklessly endangering
another person. He was placed in the Accelerated Rehabilitative Disposition
program where he must perform 100 hours of community service talking to other
medical professionals about the legal requirements of handling prescriptive
drugs. In addition [Nl agreed to give up his license to administer
narcotics. He also voluntarily surrendered his license to practice medicine. JJj

has agreed to never try to renew the narcotics license but could possibly
reapply for his medical license in the future.

Services to Children and Families:
There were no remaining children in the home. This was a second marriage for
the couple. There are adult children that Lancaster County Children & Youth had
no contact with. || | | | ]l <ach had a son and a daughter from

- previous marriages. This is a two parent family that has stayed together through
the unexpected/untimely death of their 14 year old son Conner.

County Recommendations for changes at the Local Levels as identified by
Fatality Report:

a Fatallty

- Team meeting was not conducted.

. The
‘criminal defense believes that Connor died as a result of the Fentanyl patch that
was given to him by his father, . Based on
report, Lancaster County CYS believes that Connor's death was accidental in
nature.

No MDT needed - Decision was made before 30 days.

Central Region Findings: | .
ﬁ It is believed that Connor's death was accidental in

nature.” The case has brought a heightenedawareness to a widespread medical




custom that few knew was illegal. “Transferring a prescribed narcotic medication

such as fentanyl from one patient to another is technically a felony, | NG0B
i. However, contended i and others, many

medical professionals don’t know that.”

~ Statutory and Regulatory Compliance Issues:
None






