COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

Christopher R. Zakraysek DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE - Phone (412) 565-!
Regional Program Supervisor OFFICE OF CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES c Fax: (412)565-
11 Stanwix Street
' Suite 260

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222

REPORT ON THE Fatality OF:

Quinn Gasparre

BORN: June 3, 2003
DIED: May 22, 2011

~ - FAMILY KNOWN TO:
- Allegheny County Children, Youth and Families

REPORT FINALIZED ON:
May 24,2012

» Thls repor’c is confldentlal under the prov13|ons of the ChlId Proteotlve Servnces Law and cannot
be released. : ~ :

(23 Pa C.S. Sectlon 6340)

» Unauthorlzed release is prohibited under penalty of law.
(23 Pa. C. S 6349 (b))
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Reason for Review: v
Senate Bill 1147, Printer's Number 2159 was signed into law on July 3,-2008. The blIl became
effective on December 30, 2008 and is known as Act 33 of 2008. ‘As part of Act 33 of 2008,
DPW must conduct a review and provide a written report of all cases of suspected child abuse
that result in a child fatality or. near fatality. This written report must be completed as soon as
possible but no later than six months after the date the report was registered with ChildLine for .
|nvest|gatlon

Act 33'of 2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene a review when a
‘report of child abuse involving a child fatality or near fatality is indicated or when a status
“determination has not been made regarding the report within 30 days of the oral report to
" ChildLine. Allegheny County has convened a revrew team in accordance WIth Act 33 of 2008
related to this report :

Family Constellation: ' . : _
Name: . Relationship: - Date of Birth:

Mother . 973

-~ Quinn Gasparre ' Child- , . 06/03/2003 -
Child : . 2010
Father of |l 1967

Non-Household 4Members:

Father of Quinn o I 050
Daughter | N 19 years old .

Notification of Child (Near) Fatality:
On May 25, 2011 Allegheny County Children, Youth and Families notified _ that a
murder/suicide had occurred in Allegheny County on May 22, 2011. According to media reports,
the father of ] had shot and killed the mother, the child, her sister and then turned the gun on
himself. The media reports stated that the. incident occurred after the mother and the father of
' - argued over the mother's relatlonshlp with Quinn’s father. :

Summary of DPW Child (Near) Fatalltv Rewew Activities:

_The Western Region Office of Children, Youth and Families obtained and reviewed all current .
and past case records pertaining to the _ family. The regional office also

. part|C|pated in the County Internal Fatality Review Team meetlng :

' SUMMARY OF SERVICES TO FAMILY

: Chlldren and Youth Involvement Prlor to Fatality lnmdent . ‘ ' " .
On March 18 2009 Allegheny County, Children, Youth, and Families recelved a report from the
. Ohio. Township Police that they had received a referral _ that the previous
‘weekend the mother had the child at a restaurant/bar. There, the mother met a man named

and invited him home with her and the child. When they arrived at their home, the mother went
and used the bathroom. While she was in the bathroom, the man named - licked Quinn’s ,
~anal'and vaginal area. Quinn reported the incident to her father who reported the incident to the .
Police. A Forensic Interview for the child was scheduled at Chlldren s Hospltal of Pittsburgh.
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- manner of death was hom|01de

A caseworker made a home visit to the home on March 23, 2009 and found the home to be neat
and clean. The home included items to care for a child and there was plenty of food in the
home. The caseworker observed that the child was ha and comfortable with her mother.
The mother told the caseworker-that she had only met at the restaurant and she did not
‘know his last name. She reported that he had called her on Monday and asked her if everything
was okay. Quinn showed the caseworker her bedroom. The caseworker noted that
iwas at the home during this visit. The mother stated that he was her boyfriend. The
mother stated that she, her mother, and the father were taking the child to the Forensic
interview. They were cooperating with the Police investigation.

On March 25, 2009, the agency screened out the repodw was not in
the home and the mother was protecting the child. The did not meet the

definition of _ according to the Child Protectlve Service Law.

on April 25, 2011, the | |} }JJEEEEEE (o Quinn pled “nolo contendere” to Indecent
Exposure, corruptlon of Minors, and Indecent Assault. He received a sentence of six months of -
house arrest followed-by seven years of probation: -

Circumstances of Child Fatality and Related Case Activity: :
On May 22, 2011 at 10:09pm, Allegheny County 911 received a report of gun shots heard in the
vicinity of the family home. The Shaler Township Police Department responded to the report

- and found a family of four deceased at 10:14pm. The Shaler Townshlp Police referred the case

. to the Allegheny. County Pohce

According to the police, the mother and ‘were found on the bed in the master bedroom.
The mother was shot twice in the head. who was beside her mother, was shot once in her
head. It appeared that the mother was trying to protect B Quinn was found in the hallway
outSIde of her bedroom with a gunshot to the head. The mother and the two children were in
night clothes. M@ v2s in street clothes he was found on the bedroom floor between -
the bed and closet with a self-inflicted gunshot wound to the head.

-Autopsies were performed on May 23, 2011 by the AIIegheny County Medlcal Examlner s office.
The autopsy on was limited to her head. The cause of death was a perforating gunshot
wound of the head, intermediate range. The bullet entered through the * '

A bullet fragment was recovered from . The

The cause of death for Quirin was a
The bullet entered through the
fragments recovered Quinn’s body did not show evidence of recent medical or
surglcal treatment. There were flfteen brown h each smaller than one square inch on
various locations on her body. (| e.. thlgh shin, knee, upper arm, elbow forearm, and Iower
abdomen) _

Small lead bullet

- I father was |dent|f|ed as the actor responsible for the death of the mother and the two
- children as well as himself. All of the V|ct|ms |nJur1es were consistent with a Taurus 357
revolver : : :

On Ma 25, 2011 Allegheny County Chlldren Youth, and Families recelved two .
i,reports, one on h and one on Quinn. _ i
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The caseworker interviewed one of the assigned detectives by phone on June 1, 2011. He
stated that the police investigation included a review of phone records. I attempted to call
her father at 9:47pm on May 22, 2011, the call was unsuccessful. The police interviewed
Quinn’s maternal grandmother who stated that Quinn had called her on the night of May 22,
2011. She told her grandmother that I =ther was talking hegative about her father. Quinn
told her grandmother that she wanted to come to her grandparent’s home. The grandmother
then spoke to the mother, who assured her that father was leaving the house for the
night. : < ’

Since he livedin the state of New York, Quinn’s father was interviewed by telephone on June 1,
2011. Quinn’s father reported that he has lived in the state of New York for almost two years.
He had almost daily telephone contact with Quinn. Quinn visited him on holidays. She last
visited him in January of 2011 for one and one-half weeks. He had spoken to Quinn’s mother
the Thursday before the incident to plan Quinn’s Fourth of July visit. He did not believe that

Quinn was maltreated by [JJJili father. 1t was his impression that |l father-iinored his

daughter. He reported that both the mother and father had histories of .
. The mother had
reported to Quinn’s father that father was a tyrant when he did not take his medications.

They frequently argued about finances.

. In her interview with the media,_- father's adult daughter stated that her parents had been
divorced for nine years. She lived with her mother but described her relationship with her father
as close. However, her father kept to himself about personal things. She did not know that he
owned a handgun but reported that he was a hunter by hobby. She further stated that || il
parents had met at work few years ago and started a relationship.

Il orandfather and brother also gave interviews with the media. They live in Arizona. The
paternal grandfather last spoke to his son four months prior to the incident. He stated that his -
-son struggled with _ They did
" not see a violent streak in father. They did state that family was experiencing financial - -
- troubles. They could not figure out what happened to lead father to commit such an act.

According to media r_épor*cs, I - 'm;)thér and the two children had recently\rhoved
into the house. - They were new to the community. Neighbors reported that they had seen the

- family playing in the front yard in the afternoon of May 22, 2011. -Léter in the evening, t'hey heard
and the mother arguing, which escalated into screaming and then they heard a
' _flgunshot, father was employed as a supervisor # ]

On June 22; 2011, Allegheny County Children, Youth and Families-thereborts of
I o < two children with [l father identified as the . :

Current Case Status:
The case is closed.
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County Strengths and Deficiencies and Recommendations for Change as Identified by the
‘County’s Child (Near){ Fatality Report: ,

Act 33 of 2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene a review when a
report of ]I involving a child fatality or near fatality is [ Il or when a status

- determination has not been made regarding the report within 30 days of the oral report to

- ChildLine. Allegheny County has convened a review team in accordance with Act 33 of 2008
related to this report.

o Strengths: The agency responded immediately to the report. They conducted an
: investigation and worked in cooperation with the pollce No statutory or compliance
issues were noted.

e Deficiencies: Even though this was a case of domestic violence the review team did not
include a representative from a local. domestic violence program. .

e Recommendations for Change at the Local Level:  Increased community awareness and
education of domestic violence issues.

e Recommendations for Change at the State Level: Increased community awareness and
education of domestic violence issues. :

Department Review of County Internal Report: :

The Department has not received the official near fatality report from the Allegheny County. The
report that was reviewed was the draft report which was received on 5/21/2012, which was a

. year after the incident. The report described the agency’s one prior involvement with the family
that had occurred in 2009. It also.described the actions the agency took with the current

mvestlgatlon :

| Department of Public Welfare Findings:
o County Strengths: The agency responded lmmedlately to'the report. They conducted a
thorough mvestlgatlon and worked m cooperatlon W|th law enforcement. :

e County Weaknesses The County needs to submlt their report to the Department ina
timely manner. '

° Statutorv and Regulatory Areas of Non-Compliance: None

Department of Publlc Welfare Recommendatlons
e The County review team should mclude a representatlve from a Iocal domestlc wolence _
program.: -
¢ The County needs to submlt their report to the Department ina trmely manner.
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