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Reason for Review: 

Senate Bill1147, Printer's Number 2159 was signed into law on July 3, 2008. The bill became 
effective on December 30, 2008 and is known as Act 33 of2008~ As pati of Act 33 of2008, 
DPW must conduct a review and provide a written report of all cases of suspected child abuse 
that result in a child fatality or near fatality. Tllis written report must be completed as soon as 
possible but no later than six months after the date the report was registered with ChildLine for 
investigation. 

Act 33 of2008 also requires that county children and youth agencies convene a review when a 
report of child abuse involving a child fatality or near fatality is indicated or when a status 
determination has not been made regarding the report within 30 days of the oral report to 
ChildLine. Neither Philadelphia not Montgomery County was required to conduct a review team: 
in accordance with Act 33 of2008 as the case was Unfounded by DHS within the 30 day time 
frame. 

Other Family Members

Family Constellation: 

Name Relationship: Date of Birth: 
REDACTED Victim child 12/27/2013 
REDACTED*
REDACTED **
REDACTED

Mother 
Father 
Sibling 

REDACTED /1982 
REDACTED /1969 
REDACTED /2011 

* REDACTED
** REDACTED

REDACTED Maternal grandmother REDACTED /1949 
REDACTED Paternal aunt REDACTED /1964 

Notification of Child Near Fatality: 
On 6/3/2014, the child was found unresponsive in his crib. He was in cardiac arrest and was  
septic. His blood sugar was undetectable. His breathing was shallow. He appeared dehydrated.  
The doctors at St. Christopher's hospital REDACTED the child as suffering from malnutrition.  
A report was made REDACTED on 6/4/2014 as the child was determined to be in critical  
conditionas a result of  suspected neglect. The doctors believed that the child was not being fed  
properly.  

Summary ofDPW Child Near Fatality Review Activities: 
The Southeast Region Office of  Children, Youth and Families obtained and reviewed all current 
and past case records pertaining to the REDACTED family. Historical files were obtained from 
Montgomery County Office of  Children and Youth. 

Children and Youth Involvement prior to Incident: 
12/9/2006 Referral in REDACTED, Georgia Substantiated Closed 
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The mother tested positive for REDACTED and REDACTED at the REDACTED.  At this time she At this time, she 
had three children in placement with Fulton County Department of  Family and Children Services 
(DFCS). Child REDACTED, was considered fragile, as she was born at 35 weeks gestation. 
REDACTED suffered from trembles which is a symptom REDACTED.  The mother had not 
been compliant with her active Family Service Plan with the child welfare agency. The agency 
attempted to locate family resources to care for REDACTED,  as the parents were deemed to not be 
appropriate caretakers for her. REDACTED was taken into custody by the agency. The children 
continued in care; REDACTED.

3/28/2011 
Montgomery County Office of  Children and Youth (OCY) received a call REDACTED
concerning a mother who had just given birth. The mother, REDACTED was positive for a blood
born disease and was refusing to allow treatment for the infant. (The mother REDACTED 
reported that the child would not be named until he was 7 days old because of their Muslim faith. 
He was later named REDACTED) It was explained to the mother that failure to administer this 
regimen could be life-threatening to the newborn. The mother and her family were objecting on · 
religious grounds; the family practices the Muslim faith.  REDACTED administer the medication 
over the mother's objections.  Family members were threatening  to remove the infant by force. 

REDACTED.  The hospital
pursued obtaining medical custody of the child to ensure he received the necessary medication

                                                                                                        regimine in consultation with OCY.  REDACTED.  The child REDACTED the hospital to foster care on
                                                                                                                                                                                             3/30/2011.  Montgomery County obtained historical case information from Georgia.  The mother 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          had 4 older children placed in Georgia due to REDACTED. 
                                                                                                                                                                                           

3/30/2011. Montgomery County obtained historical case information from Georgia. The mother 
had four older children placed in Georgia due to The child REDACTED  the hospital to foster care on 3/30/2011.  Montgomery County obtained historical case information from Georgia.

The mother had four older children placed in Georgia due to REDACTED.
Safety assessment completed on 4/7/2011 determined that the child was unsafe due to the 

parents' diminished capacities. The county identified that the parents did not demonstrate
impulse control, and refused resources necessary for the child's basic medical needs.  REDACTED.

DHS implemented services to the family.  REDACTED was in kinship with
REDACTED from 6/22/2011 to 2/10/2012.  According to case notes, REDACTED.  The case was

                              closed 2/28/2012 because the family had complied with all Family Service Plan objectives. 
                                   4/4/2013 Request for Interstate Compact Placement of  Children (ICPC) 
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REDACTED, the Georgia child welfare agency was requesting
a home study for one of her children in Georgia. The home study request was forwarded

                                                                                            to REDACTED.  The home study was not approved and closed in accordance with ICPC
                                                                                                                                                                                          regulations.· 12/30/2013 REDACTED investigation REDACTED

The mother gave birth to REDACTED on 12/27/2013. He was her-sixth child. The hospital was
requesting DHS complete a home evaluation before they would REDACTED suffered 
from REDACTED, but was otherwise healthy. The case notes reported that the parents had no 
history of  drug abuse or REDACTED (despite the prior placement of REDACTED). During ·home 

visits subsequent to REDACTED  the hospital, the mother admitted to the DHS 
worker that she had a REDACTED history which she reported had been addressed. After 
a home visit and safety assessment on 1/16/2014, it was determined that the children were safe 
without any safety threats identified. It was reported that REDACTED was cunent with his medical 
care. The case was closed effective the date of this safety assessment. 

Circumstances of Child Near Fatality and Related Case activity:
6/4/2014  REDACTED
REDACTED- was transported by paramedics to St. Christopher's Hospital. He had been found 
unresponsive in his crib. His blood sugar was undetectable. His breathing was shallow. He 
appeared dehydrated. The initial REDACTED was malnutrition. Child was determined to be in 
critical condition as a result of suspected child neglect or abuse. The paternal great aunt was 
reported to be REDACTED.  it  was noted that she was not able to provide a full 
account of  the events in the home. During interviews with the mother by the CPS investigator, the aunt and grandmother provided 

an account of  events the night that REDACTED was taken to the hospital. They had been caring for 
him while the mother was out. When they noticed his condition, they called 911 and a paternal 
relative began CPR. The mother was called. The maternal grandmother reported to the mother that
REDACTED was dead. · 
DHS received supplemental information on6/6/2014. -condition was determined to be 
DHS received supplemental information on 6/6/2014. REDACTED condition was determined to be

REDACTED.  It was reported that the mother suffered from a blood borne disease. REDACTED.  The County investigation was Unfounded 

on 6/18/2014. The CY48 states that the child suffered from a viral infection, not neglect. His low birth weight was related to his  REDACTED.     No 

serious physical injury or impairment was noted. 

Current Case Status: 
REDACTED are living with their father. Other household members are the paternal 

grandmother and paternal aunt. The mother does not live in the household, but visits. REDACTED
monitors the case.  REDACTED is current on all medical appointments. The provider agency is 

REDACTED.  The father has been compliant with the Family Service Plan. 

Department Review of County Internal Report: 

Tlie counties were not required to convene an Act 33 review as the investigation was Unfo~deci. 
within the 30 day time frame. 
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Department of Public Welfare Findings: 

• 	 Cotmty Strengths: . 
• 	 Montgomery County secured copies of the case files.from Georgia to gather historical 

information on this family. 
• 	 Montgomery and Philadelphia Counties worked collaboratively to transfer the case :from 

Montgomery County to Philadelphia County. The parents lived in Philadelphia, but their 
child, REDACTED was born in a Montgomery County hospital. 

· • County Weaknesses: 
• 	 During the 2013 During the 2013 investigation, the DHS investigator did not seem to be aware of  previous 

reports concerning REDACTED issues of  the parents, until the mother herself 
disclosed. 

• 	 Statutory and Regulatory Areas ofNon-Compliance: 
• 	 None noted 

Department of Public Welfare Recommendations: 
County agencies need to establish mechanisms and policies so that investigators are able to 
quickly access historical information to assist in their investigations. 
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